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nc, and a correct statement of his charac- 
ter will amount to a ju»t eulogium. His 
high piofessional reputation vas (he le. 
wai'dofveiy eminent qualifications. Of 
Jus Surgical skill, the public appear to have 
Ibiined a very proper and unexaggerated 
estimate ; and it is to his honour, and was 
certainly to their advantage, that he did 
not suffer his mind to he dtawn a«ide by 
speculative studies, «r toward/, collateral 
branches of science* but applied its undi- 
vided energies to the study of sqrgery a. 
lone. This tie cultivated with, an ardent, 
and lively zeal, tbe ff urt of which was the 
unbounded confidence of an e\tensiv* cir- 
cle of friends. It is no more than simple 
jtioticeto say thattlje value of his profes- 
sional skill wassieatly enhanced by man- 
ners the most gentle and unassuming, by a 
mild and patient temper, and by disposi- 
tions of great kindness, humanity, and 
benevolence. It has sometimes been m- 
s nuated that. pioiessioual men have con- 
descended to wear an aitificial chaiaotei, 



to be used as an instrument fpr tbe piq- 
molion of selfish puiposes, and that in the 
pursuit of fame and fortune, they have, in 
some instances, tiusted more to a dexte- 
rous use of the weaknesses, the capiiees, 
and the humours of the human c haiacter, 
than to a knowledge of diseases, or an ac- 
quaintance with remedies But all who 
knew Mr. Bowden will acknowledge, that 
he was an ingenuous man, untainted by af- 
fectation, and that be enjoyed from nature 
an original aud constitutional aptitude tor 
converting acquaintance into x attachmenr, 
and casual knowledge into durable friend- 
ship. Let all those who aie desirous of 
attaining the heights of piofessional emi- 
nence, make it their chief object to culti- 
vate his vutu.es, and to rival his skill. 

Qf a pulnipnary decline, Mr. Felix O'- 
Neil, foimeily a reputable teacher in this 
town, a man who^e excellent qualities 
endeared him to many, in whose remem- 
brance he still lives. 



AGRICUL1 URAL REPORT. 

b'rom, August. 20, till- September 20- 

Since last report the weathei has in general been fine, and a considerable part of 
tire clops cut arnpu, oats have been observed to npen very unequally this season, and 
the farmers have experienced some difficulty \n determining on the most proper time 
to reap it, so as to avoid the loss of the ripe gram by waiting for the green, this me» 
quality has probably been occasioned by the long continuance of diy weather in the 
Jattei partofSpimg, which retaided tbegiowth of such part of the seed as lay nearest 
the surface, and which did not recover until the rain came on long aftei wards. 

It Is a favourable crrcamstaiiee that tbe weather has been so extremely fine, and 
seems likely to continue «o, as it will allow the late crops to come to a matunty which 
thev would riot have attained had the season proved either wet or cold. 

The late ci 0| s of potatoes have been much unproved by the warmth and dryness of 
thtj v. eather, and wil'l piobably turn out bettei than their appearance at one period 
gave reason to expect. 

The'O.ualityof the oats seems generally good, and although in some districts there is 
ceitainly a great deficiency, yet upon the wfcole we may venture to pronounce it a lair 
average crop. 

The blast or smut m wheat does not now appear as extensive as the fear of tb* 
faimer at first suggested, the quality is good, and: we may hope for a supply afl 
belter flour than last yeai's crop afforded. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

Little now remains ta be added to the full detail of oft r commercial situation 
given in our t«o last lepoits. There is no amendment, but Habit is reconciling us to 
our state. The power of habit has strong influence on the human mind, tor by 
long contemplating an object, it loses much of its power of inspiring diead. Thus 
without any improvement, the state of trade, the weight of taxes, and the loss of 
public ciedit may appeal more tolerable. 

The means of making out a living are becoming increasingly difficult to all classes 
of tbe community, except to rich capitalists, or to those who in one shape, or another 
ate connected wiib land. The use on it, and on all artieles of its produce assists to 
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give art appearance of piosperity, but ho* Jong its value will continue to increase 
18 doubtful, and a d'epiession either in rent, or the p.iee of produce would be se- 
verely felt By the numerous classes connected with it both sg tandloids, farmers, 
and labourers. It' is not piobable that speculations of advance on lands cau 
ploceedniuch further. Laud like any other article may be advanced by the 
spirit of speculation beyond its pioper limits, and we liave lately witnes»ed the dis- 
tressing evils which have flowed from over stiaihed speculations m trade. In 
the meantime, people m small trades, retaileis, and those who have fixed incomes 
suffer from the high lates ofthepioduce of land, because they b,ave notthemedr.s 
to shift the piessuie of the times off themselves. 

The rise on land, and its produce, has been principally occasioned by the «oo ex- 
tended issue of paper, and the consequent depreciation of nioney. Thus* as the value 
of money depieased, articles bore a higher rate of pi-itfe : Land rose, tenants profited 
While the leases tasted, and landlords increased their rents as leases fell in. But if 
their income was increased, their expenditure was also inci eased by the advance on 
every article ot domestic consumption. If, according to the plan of the Bullion 
Committee, gold returns to us at the end of two years, this desnable cncumstance 
must be effected by our circulating medium recovering, through progressive nieasuies, 
from the depreciation into which it has falleu. Then, as the value ot money rises, 
land, and the pi oil uce of it, may be expected to fall. In such a case, the very leveise of 
the present state may be looked for as the result, and tenants may materially suffer. 
Land-jobbing may then be as unfortunate a specolatioh, as the late overstrained ex- 
tension of tiade. 

But it is to be feared that the restoration of our currency m ill not be suffered" to pro- 
ceed, but means will be found to frustrate the enlighteued pioposition of the Bullion 
Committee being carried into effect, and that the woi k of depreciation will advance with, 
rapid strides. A constitution may become so enfeebled by djsease, as not- to be able 
to beai the strong medicines nScessaiy for itsTecoveiy. 

Brown linens have not fallen with us, notwithstanding the slack sale of white 
goods, owing to the high prices at which they have been laid in. The crop of 
ffax this year is very abundant, and it remains to be seen how far this cn- 
cumstance may operate on the brewn mai-kets, when the buying for nex-tyeai's 
trade may commence. If linens do not tall, there is great danger of the linen. 
Hade being nearly lost to this country by the introduction ot linens fiom. tbe 
Continent of Europe mto foreign maikets, and by the 'substitution at home 
of cotton fabrics instead of linen. The hope of its levival rests on a leduction of 
prices. 

Subjoined is an account of thr flax-seed saved Inst year, on which a fconfttv of 5*. 
per bushel has been paid by the Linen Boaid. Foi the reasons assigned at the close of 
the account the quantity mentioned falls far shoit of the seed i h<it lias actually saved. 

The state of the cotton tiade is not better — Ameiiean piofluee does - hadily foi the 
importer. Cotton wool blings a small profit. Pot ashes scaicely fiist cost : ami on. 
tobacco and flax-seed there is a considerable loss. 

The sale of Alicant Barilla is attended with a heavy-loss. 

It is amattei ot great unceitainty, whethei any airangunent? can be made to open 
a trade with Fiance, notwithstanding the decrees and piopo>ed reautatrous for that pm > 
pose. They at first exeitqd a speculation in colonial produce in England, but it shoi try 
subsided, from the unceitainty of any channel bemg opened. 

TBe negotiation with America |S in a state of great uncertainty, and of course our 
prospect of tiade with it, as dependant on the issne of the negotiation; is very 
precai ious. 

Exchange has kept up through this month in_,I5elfast to P|.and 9 per rent, although 
latteily it has been down to 8£ in Dublin Discount on bank notes is about '2^ to 24 pt r 
cent. The quantity of guineas on sate, and the dimandfoi them in Belfast, lias hme'ily 
been veiy small, and the demand for them in Kngland to send to the Cwituient, has 
for some weeks decreased. If they were requmd in largcquajitities, the pi curium 
on them might, fiom their scaicity, be expected to 1 ise conSideiably. 

FLAX-SEED, SAVFD FROM FLAX THE' CltOW'IH OF TBE YEAtl 1809. 

Atrial 5th 1810, 
An account of payments made out of Me sum <lf /.20,W)0 gianled by an Art, parsed in Hie 
&9lh Geo III cap. 29, " towartls tlteencouru%ement of the tnmug of b'hr-unk for smiing 
m Ireland," showing the amount of nioney remitt&d toeuih county mspecloi on account of lh* 
said bounties, the pttymenls made by them, thf seed saved, und tic balances rf.i« by them its- 
^ectitely, on the oih day iff August, 1810, 
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242 Naturalist" s Report. [Sept. 

With respect to the statement comprised -within the column entitled, " Seed Saved," 
it may be obseryed that it does not contain, nor piofess to contain an account of 
the total seed saved in the kingdom; but only that poitionof seed saved, for which 
claims aie duly made and discharged. Many circumstances will upon eonsidei atioit 
fend to explain that the quantity of seed on which the bounty has been paid, to 
YM. 61,864 bushels, 01 8331 hogsheads, lsgieatly shoit of the whole quantity sawd 
in the kingdom. In the fiist place, the board did not pay bounty foi any quantity 
of seed less than one bushel, and tberelore the above statement exhibits', no account 
of those persons who saved but a part ol a. busher, and whp form, although the poorest, 
yet not the least numeioUs class who sowed and saved. Again many peisons who 
saved seed refused to claim the bounty, on account of the objections stated in the 
Report of the Inspectors, general and pioriucial, and many it may be fairly presumed 
have neglected to claim; but still enough has appeared from the ciops of 1809 to 
show the quantity of home -saved seea, which the country can contribute to its own 
consumption, and that in quality, it is not inferioi to that ot foreign giowth, is hap- 
pily proved by the prosperous crbps of tbfe pi eseiit season. 



NATURALIST'S REPORT,- 

ttoth Juty^fttll Septembm 20. 
J.ovFt,y Swallow, onoe a yeai, 
Pleas'dyou pay your visit here, 
When our clime the sun-beam* gild, 
Hfcie your any nest you build j 
And, wlieu bright days Cease to smile, 
Fly to Memphis or the Nile. Anacrbon. 
Ajvjono the numerous subjects which have engaged the attention of Naturalists from, 
the days of Aristotle and Pliny to the piesent period, theie are few involved in 
greater obscurity than the mtgration of biwisj and espeeiafly those which disap- 
peai id Autumn, and although the common Quail has been observed to cioss and ie- 
cross the Mediterianean in immense multitudes every Autumn and Spring, yet no one 
has mentioned a Rail being seen among them, which upon "its apparent similarity of 
volant power with the Quail might be justly supposed a companion of its flight.— 
Unhappily for the piogress of science, those who have the knowledge to establish 
» fact, are otten deprived by their situation fiom observing it, so that 
tfeey must be indebted to all that have the kindness to communicate discoveries, 
and from well attested obseivat)ons,-endeavoui to amve at the truth, hidden irom the 
&t st observer. 

The Swift (Hirundo Ap«s)tbe Reed bird (Motacilla Salicana) White-throat (M. 
Cinei-t.i) Grasshopper Waibler (M. Locustilia Wheat Ear (M. CEnanthe) 
Cuckoo' (Cuculus Canorus) Yellow Wien (M. Trochtlus) Maitm (Hi- 
lundo Uibica) Sand Maitui \H. Ripanahave disappeaied. The common Swallows 
ale setting off every day, and a few Kails aie still met with by the Patridge shoo- 
tfcis, but ot this gieat cou«regation of annual passengers, not a single species has 
yet been decisively tiaeed to their winter habitations, and the public have yet to 
listen to mtiaculous. accounts of the wateiy mimeisloii of Swallows, and of Cuc- 
koos ctying oat of a block placed at the back of a lustre fiie. 

July 22, Lsige birds foot Tietoil (Lotus major) Laurel, leaved Sock Rose (Cis- 
tus Laorifolius) and White Lily (Lihum candidum) flowentig. 
29, Currants and eaily green Goosebernes npeBing. 
August 1, Rail calling! 

2, Shrubby Ijawkweed (Hjeracium safeaudurn) flowering. 
3,. Scailet Co»u-Uaj!(&ladiolas Cardinalis) glowing in the open ground, flower- 
ing planted in a diy soil, this has been uninjured by the cold ot the winter for 
some years. 
8, A large specimen of Frog-fish or Angler (LophiuS Piscatoriut) cast on the 
shore of Belfast loogh , tins ipa*on seveial bave been found on the shore. 

10, Corm*b Heath (Enca vagans) flowtrmsr 

11, Bow iiy leaved spirea (Spirea toiiientosa)tfloueiiiiff, 

14, Hollyhock (Alcca Rosea) White Convolvulus (Convolvulus septum) and 

Autumnal squills (Scilla Autumnalfs/ Boweiittg. 
16, Scailet Lily (Lthum Chalcedoiticuni) Dowering. 
23, New Jeisey Tea (Ceanothus Ameiicamis) flowering. 
2,5, Yeitow Wren (Motacilla Tioclntus) White-throat (M. cinerea) Martio 

( Hu undo ftustica) and Sand Martin (tf.'ltipana) not yet gone. 



